In continuation of week 3’s methods of iterating, | decided to focus on creating iterations of my
method 3. Initially, | explored using After Effects mask paths and having text follow them. This
came from the ideas in my tutorial to combine text (something boring and inanimate) with
animation to bring it to life.
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Poem Text:
Jasmine

White as moonlight,

Soft as whispered prayers
Drifting in the evening breeze, \a fragrance laced with memories,
Temple bells ringing,

Tea steaming in porcelain hands,
Ink on sink -

A quiet haiku,

A love letter,

A farewell,

A return
Still rooted
Still reaching.

Through lantern glow
Through centuries of longing
Always to bloom,
Always to
Rise and
Drift.






Draft 3 of writing

By translating my written analysis into an animated text piece using After Effects, | am
repurposing a tool designed for motion graphics into one focused solely on text. This experiment
transforms After Effects into a reading tool rather than a visual storytelling medium, emphasizing
text over imagery and motion.

Unlike static writing, animation controls how text is revealed, dictating pacing and engagement -
words appear, move, and evolve in a structured flow, guiding the reader’s experience. This
shifts the act of reading from passive absorption to an active process of decoding and
interpretation. Instead of using After Effects for cinematic visuals, | use it to explore textual
presence - how timing, spatial arrangement, and transition affect comprehension.

This aligns with Queneau’s Exercises in Style, where form alters perception, and just as his
variations reshape a simple narrative, my animated text challenges conventional reading. The
absence of traditional images reinforces that meaning emerges from structure alone by
prioritizing text animation over visual spectacle, and through this my project questions how
digital tools can reshape the way we read, rather than just how we see.



